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SUB J : QUESTIONS REGARDING CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 

REF: USICA 09797 

SUMMARY: POLISH SOURCES, IN AND OUTSIDE THE OFFICIAL ESTABLISH- 
MENT, HAVE EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE CONCERN ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
AFRICA, PRIMARILY FROM THE STANDPOINT THAT THEY THREATEN DETENTE, 
IN WHICH POLAND HAS A MAJOR STAKE. THOUGH OFFICIALLY NATO COUN- 
TRIES ARE BLAMED FOR A COLONIAL "REPENETRATION" OF AFRICA IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ZAIRE OPERATION, MANY POLES ARE PRIVATELY 
CRITICAL OF THE SOVIET UNION FOR ACTING LIKE AN IMPERIAL POWER 
IN AFRICA GENERALLY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON THE RECORD, POLES NOTE THAT THERE ARE NO CUBANS OR RUSSIANS 
IN ZAIRE WHILE THERE ARE FORCES OF NATO COUNTRIES. IN DISCUSSING 
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AFRICAN PROBLEMS GENERALLY, OUR CONTACTS TEND RATHER QUICKLY TO 
DISMISS DISCUSSION OF CUBANS (ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN SOME PRESS 
ARTICLE PRAISING THE CUBAN ROLE) AND TO MOVE ON TO BIG-POWER 
INVOLVEMENT. THE ARGUMENT IS SOMETIMES MADE THAT IT IS THE 
ACTIVITIES OF OTHERS, SUCH AS SOUTH AFRICA AND THE UNITED STATES 
IN ANGOLA, WHICH PROMPTS USE OF THE CUBANS. 
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2. DISCUSSION OF THE U.S. POSITION IN AFRICA FOCUSES MORE ON 

WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN NOW RATHER THAN WHAT HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE. 
WE HAVE HEARD LITTLE DIRECT CRITICISM OF THE U.S. ROLE IN THE 
ZAIRE OPERATION, WHICH HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED GENERALLY AS A 
"NATO" ACTION. MANY POLES, HOWEVER, ARE QUITE WORRIED THAT THE 
U.S. MIGHT REACT FURTHER TO SOVIET AFRICAN INVOLVEMENT IN SUCH 
A WAY TO JEOPARDIZE SALT AND DETENTE GENERALLY. 

3. THE SOVIETS GENERALLY GET LOW MARKS FOR WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
DOING IN AFRICA. IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT, BESIDES PERSONS NOT 
CONNECTED WITH THE OFFICIAL ESTABLISHMENT, SOME POLISH OFFICIALS 
ALSO HAVE BEEN AT LEAST IMPLICITLY CRITICAL OF SOVIET ACTIONS IN 
AFRICA AND REFUSED TO ASSIGN ALL THE BLAME FOR THE CURRENT 
SITUATION TO THE WEST. A STRIKING EXAMPLE OCCURRED IN A MEETING 
MAY 19 BETWEEN AMBASSADOR MARIAN DOBROSIELSKI, DIRECTOR OF THE 
POLISH INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (A RESEARCH ADJUNCT 

OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY) AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE SEMINAR OF 
THE U.S. FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE. ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE SOVIET 
ROLE IN AFRICA. DOBROSIELSKI REPLIED THAT THE USSR, AS A SUPER- 
POWER, WAS DOING A NUMBER OF THINGS THERE WHICH TROUBLED HIM AND 
WITH WHICH HE COULD NOT AGREE. HE ADDED THAT SUPERPOWERS HAVE A 
TENDENCY TO ACT AT TIMES IN WAYS INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR PROFESSED 
IDEOLOGY. CERTAIN OTHER OFFICIALS AND ESTABLISHMENT JOURNALISTS 
HAVE ALSO INDICATED DISQUIET OVER SOVIET BEHAVIOR. 

4. WITH THEIR OVERRIDING STAKE IN DETENTE, WHAT THE POLES WANT 
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ABOVE ALL IS FOR THE UNITED STATES TO CARRY ON THE SALT NEGOTIA- 
TIONS TO CONCLUSION. THEY DO NOT WANT THE UNITED STATES TO DO 
ANYTHING IN AFRICA WHICH WOULD DISTURB THAT PROCESS. THERE IS 
GENUINE APPREHENSION THAT THE UNITED STATES MIGHT REACT SO STRONGLY 
TO AFRICAN EVENTS THAT EAST-WEST RELATIONS WOULD MOVE BACKWARDS 
TOWARD ANOTHER COLD WAR ERA. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD COMMENTS ABOUT 
ANOTHER VIETNAM IN THE MAKING. INDICATING THAT ANY DIRECT OR 
VISIBLE U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA WILL BE MET WITH PROPAGANDA 
CHARGES ABOUT A NEW VIETNAM-STYLE, RACIAL. COUNTER-REVOLUTION. 

5. OBVIOUSLY. WHILE KNOWLEDGEABLE POLES ARE SINCERELY WORRIED 
ABOUT A GENERAL DETERIORATION OF U.S.- SOVIET RELATIONS. THEIR 
BASIC CONCERN IS THAT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT 
THEIR FIVE-YEAR EFFORT TO ACHIEVE AN OPENING TO THE WEST AND 
SIMULTANEOUSLY BRING ABOUT A GREATER DEPENDENCE ON THE SOVIET 
UNION. 

SCHAUFELE 
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